
Commissioning Your Parish Nurse and Health Team 
 

This statement is found in the Book of Order under 
Directory for Worship W-4.3000-4.3003 (2009-2011) 

 
“Commissioning for Specific Acts of Discipleship 

 
In the life of the Christian community God calls people to particular acts of 
discipleship to use their personal gifts for service in the Church and in the world. 
These specific acts may be strengthened and confirmed by formal recognition in 
worship. 
 
Discipleship may be expressed 

a. in the local church through service such as teacher in the 
church school, trustee, member of the choir, officer in a 
church organization, or adviser or helper with various 
church groups; 

b. on behalf of the local church through its ministry in and to 
the community; 

c. in the larger church as people serve in the ministries of 
presbytery, synod, and the General Assembly, and of ecumenical 
agencies and councils; 

d. beyond the church cooperating with all who work for 
compassion and reconciliation. (W-7.3000–.4000) 

 
Recognition and commissioning of people called to such acts of discipleship may 
occur in the Service for the Lord’s Day as a response to the proclamation of the 
Word (W-3.3500) or as a bearing and following of the Word into the world. (W-
3.3700) Recognizing and commissioning for specific acts of discipleship may 
also occur in services of worship provided for this purpose or in other appropriate 
services.” 


